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Abstract 
Entrepreneurship is the vehicle that fuels economic 
growth. Entrepreneurs build and grow companies to 
bring their innovation to market. The words 
“entrepreneur” and “inventor” do not mean the same 
thing. Entrepreneurs put together all the resources 
needed – the capital, the management, the people, 
and the business strategy – to transform an invention 
into a product, process, or service innovation that 
finds a market and affects the economy. In other 
words, they build whole companies upon their 
innovations. More importantly, entrepreneurs create 
new jobs. New fast growth companies are but a small 
subset of the U.S. economy, comprising just 350,000 
firms out of a total of 6,000,000 current U.S. 
businesses with employees. Yet, these fast growing 
companies created about two-thirds of new jobs 

In today’s climate of manufacturing jobs loss and a 
global economic slow down, entrepreneurs can 
improve our position in global economic competition –
use entrepreneurial  innovation and thinking in our 
universities, schools, and private citizenry to create 
new “green jobs”  and other value-added knowledge 
based  technology manufacturing jobs. 

This presentation will review the exciting and 
challenging field of entrepreneurial learning through 
the experiences of this faculty entrepreneur in the 
emerging “green” bioplastics and products space. 

Specifically, I will review on our efforts to 
commercialize technology through licensing and spin-
off companies from our 29 issued patents 
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